REMARKS/AMMENDMENTS 



CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 

Changes were made to refect Office Action Summary requirements. 

1) Moved CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS to new, stand 
alone, un-numbered sheet. 



REMARKS/AMMENDMENTS 



TITLE OF INVENTION 

Changes were made to reflect Office Action Summary requirements. 

1) Changed number of drawing sheets to four to reflect addition of one new drawing, FIG. 
8A, which is now sheet number 3/4 and re-numbered other sheets accordingly. 



2) Moved CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS to new, stand 
alone, un-numbered sheet. 



RKS/AMMENDMENTS 
PAGE 4 

Changes were made to refect Office Action Summary requirements. 

1 ) In BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF SEVERAL VIEWS OF DRAWINGS, a continuation of from 
PAGE 3, the words "blue colored" were deleted from line [0021]. 

2) The copy in line [0024] was changed to reflect the insertion of FIG. 8A description. FIGS. 
9, 9A, 9B, 9C and 9D description was moved down to line number [0025] and all subsequent 
lines were re-numbered. 

3) In DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION, all line numbers were changed to 
reflect the changes required by insertion of FIG. 8A description. 

4) All parenthesis, as well as the numbers within them, have been deleted. All trade names 
have been replaced by generic names or deleted. 

5) In line [0026] the word "found" has been replaced by "the function of the". 

6) In line [003 1 ] the word "Packcloth" has been replaced by the word "or" and the words "or 
the like" has been deleted. 



REMARKS/AMMENDMENTS 
PAGE 5 

Changes were made to refect Office Action Summary requirements. 

1) In DETAILED DESCRIPTION OFTHE INVENTION, a continuation from PAGE 4, all 
line numbers were changed to reflect the changes required on page 4. 

2) All parenthesis, as well as the numbers within them, have been deleted. All trade names 
have been replaced by generic names. 



REMARKS/AMMENDMENTS 



PAGE 6 

Changes were made to refect Office Action Summary requirements. 

1) Iii DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION, a continuation of PAGES 4 and 
5 , all line numbers were changed to reflect the changes required by insertion of FIG. 8A 
description on PAGE 4 and again on PAGE 6. 

2) In line [0043] FIG. 8A description has replaced FIG. 9 description, which in turn was re- 
numbered [0044]. 

3) In line [0044] the words "just the simple matter" have been deleted, "unzipping" was 
changed to "un-zip" and "separating" was changed to "separate". 

4) In line [0045] the words "the sling" have been deleted. 



REMARKS/AMMENDMENTS 
CLAIMS 

Changes were made to refect Office Action Summary requirements. 
1) CLAIMS 1, 2, 3, have been cancelled and replaced by CLAIMS 4, 5, 6. 



REMARKS/AMMENDMENTS 



DRAWINGS 

NO changes were made to any of the original drawings. 

1) A new drawing was added between sheets 2 and 3. The new sheet was numbered 3/4 and the 
remaining drawing sheets were re-numbered as follows: 1/4, 2/4 and 4/4. 

2) A new drawing, FIG, 8A, an enlarged view, was added to clarify the function of a loop 
lock, 14, as it is used in the invention. 
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TITLE OF INVENTION 

Convertible utility sling/bag for sportsmen and others. 

As the below named inventors, We hereby declare that: 

Our residence, mailing address, and citizenships are as stated below next to our names. 

Inventor Albert G. Brown, [Ixonia, WI, USA] (Husband) 

Inventor Anne M. Brown, [Ixonia, WI, USA] (Wife) 

Mailing address: N 8407 Branch Road, Ixonia, WI 53036, USA (Both) 

We believe we are the original and first inventors of the subject matter which is claimed and for 
which a patent is sought on the invention entitled: 

Convertible utility sling/bag for sportsmen and others. 
Specifications and three (3) sheets of drawings are attached. 

CROSS - REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 

This application claims the benefit of filing date 03/21/2003 for Provisional Patent 
Application number 60/456,588. USPTO confirmation number 2 380 . 

References Cited - U.S. Patent Documents 

4,804,025 2/1989 Bear 224/202 

4,644,902 2/1987 Doyle 119/19 

4394,045 7/1983 Shaw et at 297/118 

4.327,850 5/1982 Robinson, Jr 224/103 

Field of search: 119/19; 224/202; 297/118; 224/103 

Patent attorney responsible for preliminary search, (William H. Wright, Reg. #26,424). 
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[0019] FIG. 4is a plan view of the invention, with all parts of the invention in view. 

[0020] FIG. 5 is a top view of the invention when folded down to the size of a large wallet and 
secured with its' attached elastic strap. 

[0021] FIG. 6 is a perspective view showing a sportsman carrying a large fish in the blue 
colored invention, with one zipper pulled completely down at the headendof the fishandthe 
second zipper only part way down to allow for the long length of the cargo. 

[0022] FIG. 7 is a perspective view showing shoulder straps tucked in with cargo, hand carry 
straps made ready, and both zippers completely separated to accommodate the large cargo. 

(0023] FIG. 8 is an enlarged view of one of the 2 zippers, partially pulled down. 

10024] FIGS. 9, 9A, 9B, 9C and 9D illustrate the steps for folding the invention for storage. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION. 

[0025] The present invention, as depicted in the accompanying drawings, is a simple to use 
convertible sling/bag, created expressly to carry a wide variety of cargo, from wild game and fish 
to groceries and gardening tools. Its' uniqueness is found in the two (2) pull-down separating 
zippers which set this invention apart from all others designed for similar use. It is comprised of 16 
individual parts, sewn and/or assembled together, to create the finished invention. 

[0026] FIG. 1 of the drawings is an overall, side perspective view, revealing the general 
location of components 1,3,4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 1 1, 12, and how they corresponded to one- 
another to create the whole of the invention. 

[0027] FIG. 2 of the drawings provides a perspective view of the sling platform 1 , as it is 
secured around some tools by partially closing down the two zippers, 8 and 7. Hand carry straps 5 
and 6 show the shorter straps as an alternative means of carry. 

[0028] FIG. 3 is a side perspective view of the invention showing both zippers 8 and 7 pulled 
all the way down at both ends of the sling platform 1 , to create a closed-end, open top, style of 
bag, with the two (2) long shoulder straps 4 and 3 made ready for use. 

[0029] FIG. 4 provides a detailed plan view showing all of the individual parts of the invention 

as they relate to all of the other parts. 

[0030] The sling platform 1 is in fact the sling body, made of fabric, such as Nylon Packcloth, 
canvas or the like, which is hemmed on all four (4) edges to prevent unraveling. 
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[003 I JThe two (2) down-pull zippers 8 and 7, are each shown separated and sewn along the 
two (2) opposite inside edges of the sling platform 1 . 

[0032] The two (2>, short, hand-carrying straps 5 and 6 , which are 1 inch width Nylon 
webbing, are centered and sewn opposite each other on the two (2) edges perpendicular to the 
separated zipper 8 and 7 edges, on what is the outer surface of the sling platform. 

10033] The first ends of the long, 2 inch width Nylon webbing shoulder straps 3 and 4 are 
sewn directly opposite each other on the outside edge of the sling platform. U on the outer surface, 
and along the same edge as hand carry straps 5 and 6, in line with separated zipper 7. 

(0034) The opposite, or adjustable ends of the long shoulder straps 3 and4 are each passed 
through identical plastic Tri-Glides 12 and 12A , then through identical, plastic Looplocks 14 and 
14A, then looping back through their respective Tri-Glides 12 and 12A to provide non-slip length 
adjustments. 

[0035JThe two (2) Looplocks 14 and 14A are secured with short lengths of the same shoulder 
strap material as 3 and 4. After passing through the Looplocks 14 and 14A, the short length of 2 
inch width strapping is looped back and sewn in the same manner and along the same edges as the 
firsf ends of straps 3 and 4, in line with separated zipper 8. 

[0036J PlasticD-Ring 1 1 and plastic Snaphook 9 are additional amenities, free moving-along 
straps 3 and 4, for securing or attaching other non-invention items, such- as aportable seat cushion, 
to either of the shoulder straps 3 and 4 of the invention. 

[0037] Lastly, a short length loop of 1/2 inch- wide elastic strapping 10 is sewn to the upper, 
inside edge of the sling platform, adjacent to the separated zipper 7. The purpose of the elastic 
strapping lOis to secure the invention after it has been folded, for storage or carrying. 

[0038] FIG. 5 shows the invention completely folded to about the size of a mans' large wallet 
with the elastic strapping 10, holding it secure. See FIGS. 9, 9A, 9B, 9C and-9D for folding- 
steps. 

[0039JFIG. 6is a perspective view of the invention showing both shoulder straps 3 and 4 
anglingup fromthefront of the sling platform 1, across a sportsmans' chest,, over the opposite 
shoulder,, freeing. the right hand, before passing around the head, then angling back down to the 
rear of the sling platform above the protruding tail of a large fish. To prevent the fish fromsliding 
out, pull-tab 8A of the front zipper 8, is pulled all the way down,aUowingthe sling platform l,.to 
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be angled slightly downward towards the mans* front. Pull-tab 7A of zipper 7 is pulled down only 
part way to prevent damaging the fishes tail. 

[0040] FIG. 7. In this application, this illustration shows the lack of need for either of the two 
(2) zippers 7 and 8, of the invention. As depicted in the drawing, both zippers 7 and 8, are 
completely separated to allow for a larger cargo, in this case, firewood. For this type of load, the 
short hand-carry straps 5 and 6 may be better suited. 

[0041] FIG. 8 is an enlarged, cutaway end view of the sling platform 1, showing a cutaway of 
shoulder straps 3 and 4 and a full view of one ( 1 ) of the two (2) pull-down separating zippers 7, as 
it appears when partially closed. When pull-tab 7A is pulled all the way to the top and 
disconnected, the two halves of the zipper 7 will separate. 

[0042] FIGS. 9, 9A, 9B, 9C and 9D illustrate the simple steps to follow when folding the 
invention for storage, or, for convenience when carrying. First thing to do before starting to fold 
the invention is just the simple matter of unzipping and separating the two (2) zippers 7 and 8, as 
illustrated in FIG. 4. 

[0043] Next, as shown in FIG. 9, fold all the straps, 3, 4, 5, and 6, inward, onto the sling 
platform 1. 

[0044] Next, as shown in FIG. 9A, fold the sling platform 1 in half, matching the halves of 
separated zippers 7 and 8, and pull out elastic loop strap 1 0. 

[0045] Then, as shown in FIG. 9B, roll-fold the sling platform in half once more, zipper 7 to 
zipper 7 and zipper 8 to zipper 8. This secures all the straps, 3, 4, 5 and 6, within the roll-folded 
sling platform 1. 

[0046] Next, as shown in FIG 9C, beginning at the end opposite the elastic loop strap 10, of 
the roll-folded sling platform 1, now fold the sling platform 1 towards the elastic loop strap 10. 
When the sling platform 1 has been folded down to the desired size, FIG 9D, stretch the elastic 
loop strap 1 0 over the folded sling platform 1 , and the invention is ready to store or carry. 

[0047] From the preceding descriptions and illustrations of the preferred embodiments, it is 
evident that the goals of this invention have been obtained. Although the invention has been 
described and illustrated in detail, it is to be clearly understood that it was by way of illustration 
and not to be taken as limitation. 



CLAIMS 

What we claim as our invention is: 

1. A multi-use, convertible sling/bag type apparatus for sportsmen and others for the express 
purpose of providing an individual with a simple, convenient and inexpensive method of carrying a 
diverse assortment of cargo without the aid of further modifications to the apparatus, comprising: 

a pair of 57" long, 2" wide, Nylon webbing shoulder straps, each having a fixed first end, 
and an adjustable second end; a pair of 20" long, 1" wide Nylon webbing straps, with fixed ends 
for hand-carry; a single, sling platform, approximately 24" square, made of a fabric such as Nylon 
Packclotb, canvas or the like; a pair of 10" long, jacket weight, separating zippers; a pair of 8" 
long, 2" wide lengths of Nylon strapping, which matches the other 2" wide lengths of shoulder 
strapping; one 12" long, 1/2" wide length of elastic strapping; two (2) 2" wide plastic Looplocks; 
two (2) 2" wide plastic Tri-Glides; one (1) 2" wide plastic D-Ring; one (1) 2" wide plastic 
Snaphook; 

which when assembled and/or sewn together, as illustrated by the enclosed drawings, will 
provide an individual with a means of moving cargo, either with the aid of hand -carry straps or 
adjustable shoulder length, over and around the head, straps. 

2. A sling type apparatus which incorporates two (2) inverted (pull-down), 10 inch long, jacket 
weight, separating zippers, which allows the apparatus to function as an enclosed-end bag when 
the pull-tabs of both zippers are drawn all the way down, or, as a sling when either or both of the 
zippers are adjusted up (pull-tabs raised) or separated, subject to the size and shape of the cargo to 
be carried. 

3. It is also claimed that the fabrics and separating zippers used in the invention are flexible 
enough that the apparatus can be both free-forming to the cargo being carried and easily folded to 
to about double the size of a man's wallet before securing with its' own elastic strap, for easy 
storage or carry. 
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TITLE OF INVENTION 

Convertible utility sling/bag for sportsmen and others. 



As the below named inventors, We hereby declare that: 

Our residence, mailing address, and citizenships are as stated below next to our names. 

Inventor Albert G. Brown, flxonia, WI, USA] (Husband) 

Inventor Anne M. Brown, (Ixonia, WI, USAj (Wife) 

Mailing address: N 8407 Branch Road, Ixonia, WI 53036, USA (Both) 

We believe we are the original and first inventors of the subject matter which is claimed and for 

which a patent is sought on the invention entitled: 

Convertible utility sling/bag for sportsmen and others. 

Specifications andfhreeSsheets of drawings are attached. 
I — f»ui>££3 

CROSS - REFERENCEJO RELATED APPLICATIONS 

This application claimT the benefit of filing date 03/21/2003 for Provisional Patent 
Applicattonmimber 60/456-588. USPTO confirmation number 2380 
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[0019] FIG. 4 is a plan view of the invention, with all parts of the invention in view. 

[0020] FIG. 5 is atop view of the invention when folded down to the size of a large wallet and 
secured with its' attached elastic strap. ... , _ 

[0021] FIG. 6 is a perspective view showing a sportsman carrying a large fish in the^bfc— 
^i^invention, with one zipper pulled completely down at the head end of the fish and the 
second zipper only part way down to allow for the long length of the cargo. 

[0022] FIG. 7 is a perspective view showing shoulder straps tucked in with cargo, hand carry 
straps made ready, and both zippers completely separated to accommodate the large cargo. 

[0023] FIG. 8 is an enlargedvie w of one ofthe 2 zippers, partially puUeddown . 
***** io^HGS%X9B^cln79D illustrate to steps for folding Ae invention for storage. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OFTHE INVENTION. 

[002*1 The present invention, as depicted in the accompanying drawings, is a simple to use 
converge sling/bag, created expressly to carry a wide variety of cargo, from wild game and fish 
to groceries and gardening tools. Its' Wq^'ss i&£S^oft V xA\-do*,n separating 
zippers which set this invention apart from all others designed for similar use. It is comprised of 16 
individual parts, sewn and** assembled together, to create the finished invention. 

[002*] FIG. 1 of the drawings is an overall, side perspective view, revealing the general 
location of components 1,3,4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 1 1, 12, and how they corresponded to one- 
another to create the whole of the invention. 

[0027] FIG. 2 of the drawings provides a perspective view of the sling platform 1 , as it is 
secured around some tools by partially closing down the two zippers, 8 and 7. Hand carry straps 5 
and 6 show the shorter straps as an alternative means of carry. 

[002*] FIG. 3 is a side perspective view of the invention showing both zippers 8 and 7 pulled 
all the wty down at both ends of the sling platform 1 , to create a closed-end, open top, style of 
bag, with the two ^ long shoulder straps 4 and 3 made ready for use. 

[00^ FIG. 4 provides a detailed plan view showing all of the individual parts of the invention 

as they^elate to all of the other parts. 0 /- 

[003d] The sling platform 1 is in fact the sling body, made of fabric, such as jjfylon WJvlL, ■ 
canvas JUwrrfwhich is hemmed on all four (4) edges to prevent unraveling. 



[003/1 The two^down-pull zippers 8 and 7, are each shown separated and sewn along the 
twoj^T opposite inside edges of the sling platform 1 . 

[003$ The two^f short, hand-carrying straps 5 and 6 , which are I inch width^Jylon 
webbmgNre centered and sewn opposite each other on the twopfedges perpendicular to the 
separated zipper 8 and 7 edges, on what is the outer surface of the sling platform. 

1003/} The first ends of the long, 2 inch width^ylor* webbing shoulder straps 3 and 4 are 
sewn directly opposite each other on the outside edge of the sling platform Won the outer surface, 
and along the sameedge as hand carry straps 5 and 6, in line with separated zipper 7. 

[003/ftThe opposite, or adjustable ends of the long shoulder straps 3 and 4 are each passed 
through identical P»astic*^J«reyl2 and 12A , then through identicalplasticJ*j4ed^4 and 
14A, then looping back ttoo'ug? &™ respective W«« 12 and 12A to provide non-slip length 
adjustments. 

[003^1 The two<a) Luuproeto 14 and 14A are secured with short lengths of the same shoulder 



strap material as 3 and 4. After passing through the j^ploota ttand 14A, the short length of 2 
inch width strapping is looped back and sewn in the same manner and along the same edges as the 
first ends of straps 3 and 4, in line with separated zipper 8. 

[003$ft PlasticrD-^ing H and plastic «HjM9 are additionalamenities, free moving along 
straps 3 and 4, for securing or attaehing^other non-invention items, such- as a portable seat cushion, 
toeither of the shoulder straps 3 and 4 of the invention. 

[003/| Lastly, a short length loop of 1/2 inch- wide elastic strapping 10 is sewn to the upper, 
tnsrde ed|e of the sling platform, adjacent to the separated zipper 7. The purpose of the elastic 
strapping lO is to secure the invention after it has been folded, for storage or carrying. 

[003# FIG. 5 shows theinvention completely folded to about the size of a mans' large wallet 
with the dastic strapping 10, holding it secure. See FIGS. 9, 9A, 9B, 9C and 9D for folding 
steps. 

[fjq#l FIG. 6 is a perspective view of the invention showing both shoulder straps 3 and 4 
anglingufrfrom thefront of the sling platform 1, across a sportsmans' chest, over, the opposite 
shoulder, freeing, the right hand, before passing around the head, then angling back down to the 
rear of the sling platform above the protruding tail of a large fish. To prevent the fish from sliding 
out, pull-tab 8A of the front zipper 8, is pulled all the way down, allowing the sling platform 1 , to 
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be angled slightly downward towards the mans' front Pull-tab 7A of zipper 7 is pulled down only 
part way to prevent damaging the fishes tail. 

rOW0] FIG. 7. In this application, this illustration shows the lack of need for either of the two 
(2) zippL 7 and 8, of the invention. As depicted in the drawing, both zippers 7 and 8, are 
completely separated to allow for a larger cargo, in this case, firewood. For this type of load, the 
short band-carry straps 5 and 6 may be better suited. 

r004/l FIG. 8 is an enlarged, cutaway end view of the sling platform 1 , showing a cutaway of 
shoulder araps3 and 4 and a full view of one**fof the two># pull-down separating zippers 7, as 
it appears when partially closed. When pull-tab 7A is pulled all the way to the top and 

disconnected, the two halves of the zipper 7 will separate. 

OoH$ ^004^FIGS. 9, 9A, 9B, 9C and 9D illustrate the simple steps to follow when folding the 

invention for storage, or, for convenience when carrying. First thing to do before starting to fold 
the invention isjurttho amplaimtfrof unzipprngand separative tw 0/ £» zippers 7 and 8, as 
illustrated in FIG. 4. 

[004J] Next, as shown in FIG 9, fold all the straps, 3, 4, 5, and 6, inward, onto*he-sl*>g- 
platform I. 

[004/] Next, as shown in FIG. 9A, fold the sling platform 1 in half, matching the halves of 
separated zippers 7 and 8, and pull out elastic loop strap 10. 

[004*1 Then, as shown in FIG. 9B, roll-fold the sling platform in half once more, zipper 7 to 
zipper 7lnd zipper 8 to zipper & This secures all the straps, 3, 4, 5 and 6, within the roll-folded 
sling platform 1. 

[004/] Next, as shown in FIG 9C, beginning at the end opposite the elastic loop strap 10, of 
the roll-folded sling platform 1, now fold the sling platform 1 towards the elastic loop strap 10. 
When the sling platform 1 has been folded down to the desired size, FIG 9D, stretch the elastic 
loop strap 10 over the folded sling platform 1, and the invention is ready to store or carry. 

[004/1 From the preceding descriptions and illustrations of the preferred embodiments, it is 
evident t?at the goals of this invention have been obtained. Although the invention has been 
described and illustrated in detail, it is to be clearly understood that it was by way of illustration 
and not to be taken as limitation. 

***** 
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CLAIMS 

What we clai m as our invention is: 

TTmulti-use, convertible sling/bag type apparatus for sportsmen and others for the express^ 
purpose of providing an individual with a simple, convenient and inexpensive method ofcaptffng a 
di verseaWment of cargo without the aid of further modifications to the apparatus^pafiiprising: 
a pair of SXlong, 2" wide, Nylon webbing shoulder straps, each having^fixed first end, 
andanadjustable^ndendjapairof 20" long, 1" wide Nylon webbing^aps, with fixed ends 
for hand-carry; a single>ngplatform, approximately 24" square^e of a fabric such as Nylon 
Packcloth, canvas or the like;^pXof 10" long, jacket weight, siting zippers; a pair of 8" 
long, 2" wide lengths of Nylon strappW which matches the>4er 2" wide lengths of shoulder 
strapping; one 12" long, 1/2" wide length^lastic strapping; two (2) 2" wide plastic Looplocks; 
two (2) 2" wide plastic Tri-Glides; one (1) 2"^epjZc D-Ring; one (1) 2" wide plastic 
Snaphook; 

which when assembled and/or sewn together, as ill Jsfcated by the enclosed drawings, will 
provide an individual with a means of moving cargo, either wHh^the aid of hand -carry straps or 
adjustable shoulder length, over and^found the head, straps. 

2. A sling type apparatus whksnincorporates two (2) inverted (pulldown), 10 inch long, jacket 
weight, separating zippers, which allows the apparatus to function as an ench^ed-end bag when 
the pull-tabs of both zipp^ftare drawn all the way down, or, as a sling when eithW both of the 
zippers are adjusted yfipM-tobs raised) or separated, subject to the size and shape of^ecargo to 
be carried. 

3. It is alsaclaimed that the fabrics and separating zippers used in the invention are flexible 
enough thythe apparatus can be both free-forming to the cargo being carried and easily folded to 
to abouf^ouble the size of a man's wallet before securing with its' own elastic strap, for easy 



I storage or carry. 
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